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Welcome to the 
tenth quarterly issue of 
Catholic Spirit Radio’s 
Alive in the Spirit 
newsletter (Vol. 3, No. 3, 
Winter 2020). 

This issue has seven 
pages of news. We hope 
that our articles inform, 
inspire, and encourage 
Catholic action. We also hope that you like and 
share this publication with family and friends. If 
you send us their email addresses, we will add 
them to our email list. 

Each issue will arrive in your email’s inbox on 
a seasonal basis – winter, spring, summer, and 
autumn. The newsletter also will be available 
through our Facebook page and website.  

We are always looking for new ideas. If you 
happen to have information or a topic of interest 
that you think our readers would enjoy, please 
send your idea for an article to the newsletter 
staff at office@catholicspiritradio.com  
 

SPIRIT RADIO’S 2020 BROCHURE 
 

 

SPIRIT Radio’s new tri-
fold brochure for 2020 
was published in early 
December by bopi  
(Bloomington Offset 
Process, Inc.) as part of 
their fourth annual 
Print4Good Campaign. 
We received 2,000 full 
color brochures at no 
cost due to the amazing 
generosity of bopi. This is 
the third year that bopi 
has come to our aid to 
help share the Good 
News. We are deeply 
grateful for their most  

 
generous support. Look for our latest brochure in 
the reception area of your parish church. Also 
look for our “Tune In” cards too.  
 

 
 

 
 

Tune-In cards (the front and back of which are 
shown above) are now being distributed to 
increase the public’s awareness of the multiple 
ways to listen to Catholic Spirit Radio. If you would 
like to have some Tune-In cards to share directly 
with others or leave anonymously wherever you 
go (churches, restaurants, stores, and so forth), 
just send us a self-addressed, stamped (55¢) 
envelope and we will send you up to 20. 

 
WHAT’S ONLINE? 

 

Have you checked us out online recently? There 
are numerous updates that include confession 
and adoration times. You  also will find an up-to-
date listing of Catholic events on the Community 
Calendar, and links to prayer requests, movie 
reviews, podcasts, program schedule, daily Mass 
readings...and more! If you have visited our 
website recently, be sure to do so now at 
www.catholicspiritradio.com 
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CATHOLIC-IN-ACTION 
 

On the day I called, You answered me; You made me bold with strength in my soul. 
(Psalm 138:3) 

 

In March 2019 Stephanie Adams, only 23 years old, for the 
first time was standing outside a Planned Parenthood building 
while praying a rosary when she was approached by the press. 
While professing the “beauty of life” she found herself publicly 
stating, “I want to lead something that helps put an end to 
abortion.” Immediately afterwards, she rushed to Holy Hour 
asking for guidance and clarity. Her prayers were answered in 
abundance! She became the powerful force and resilient voice 
behind Bloomington’s inaugural 40 Days for Life campaign, 
beginning in September of the same year.  

For those unfamiliar, 40 Days for Life is an international event 
of forty days involving prayer, fasting, and community outreach in 
respect for all stages of life. Stephanie stepped up to organize 
people to publicly pray along Veteran’s Parkway for twelve hours 
each day from September 25rd through November 3rd. And for 
forty days they prayed – whether sunshine, clouds, rain, wind, or 
even snow! Not only did she join the prayer warriors on Veteran’s 
regularly, but she organized an entertaining Mitch McVicker 
concert midway through the campaign, a sobering community viewing of the movie Unplanned, several 
sidewalk rallies, display tables, testimonies, plus a closing celebration. She was interviewed on Catholic 
Spirit Radio and this event was mentioned in bulletins, newspapers, flyers, and social media. She kept 
everyone informed of the 40 Days activities using the internet too. 

It has not been a small or easy task, considering that Stephanie was a student and started a new job as 
a critical care nurse during these months! In response to Stephanie’s effort, people have overwhelmingly 
responded in awe and appreciation, yet she has also been subjected to harassment and threats. Could it 
be any more appropriate that she chose St. Joan of Arc as her Confirmation saint? As she moved forward 
with her plans spurred by the Holy Spirit, someone told her, “If you’re terrified, that’s normal!” This helped 
to reduce anxiety and allow everything to fall into place under God’s charge.  

Stephanie wants to help others live in a “pure way, promoting life at all stages” and to aid in “changing 
the mind-set, changing the culture.” She isn’t quite sure in which direction this desire will take her, but she 
is willing to say, “Yes” to whatever the Lord asks next.  

Stephanie responded to His initial call by successfully leading the first 40 Days of Life campaign in 
Bloomington. This young woman’s tireless, joyful, and faith-filled endeavor has positively impacted those 
debating the termination of life, those affected by abortion, and those of all faiths who participated in the 
event. Only God knows the number of lives saved and the number of hearts changed.  

We are thankful, awed, and inspired by her “beauty of life” actions and that is precisely why Stephanie 
Adams is recognized as today’s Catholic-In-Action! 

 

How can you respond to the beauty of life? 
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ORA ET LABORA 
 

Since the publication of the Autumn 2019 issue 
of Alive in the Spirit, many things have happened at 
Catholic SPIRIT Radio. Below is a bullet list of 
activities that prayer and work (ora et labora) have 
accomplished over the past three months with 
support from our many listeners. 
 

Transmitters 
 

On October 3rd, we increased power at our 
Lincoln transmitter (97.1 FM) from 10 watts to 
about 40 watts. We had been transmitting for about 
three months previously with a low-power unit. 
During the summer our original 250-watt amplifier 
was found to be overheating and was replaced 
temporarily with the low-power substitute. 
Following a $1,500 repair job on the original 
transmitter’s power supply, it was reinstalled and 
was still operating in an unacceptably hot condition 
given the constraints under which it is housed. This 
necessitated its replacement with a new unit. 

During November, SPIRIT Radio purchased a 
much more efficient 500-watt transmitter at a cost 
of about $3,200. This new unit was installed on 
Tuesday, December 2nd. We are happy to announce 
that the station is now operating at peak efficiency 
with a full radiating power of 55 watts at which that 
translator is  licensed to operate. The station’s signal 
is now clearly audible within about 15 miles of 
Lincoln, Illinois, allowing us to reach the Logan 
Catholic Community towns of Mount Pulaski, 
Atlanta, and Elkhart. We are thankful to God for 
being able to reach these outlying communities.  
 

Activities and Events 
 

• On October 3rd, Ann Weber from SPIRIT Radio 
recorded 1st through 8th grade students of St. 
Mary's School in Pontiac as they led the Glorious 
Mysteries of the Holy Rosary. They used the 
format used by the Children's Rosary 
(https://childrensrosary.org/). This recording is 

now being broadcast on SPIRIT Radio each 
Wednesday and Sunday evenings at 8:30 
PM. Other schools will be praying other mysteries 
in the near future, but Pontiac was our starting 
point!  
 

 
 

• SPIRIT Radio Advisory Board members Carl and 
Carolyn Wenning set up a display at Historic St. 
Patrick Church in Bloomington on Sunday, 
October 13th, for the 40 Days for Life – Mitch 
McVicker concert. They shared information about 
our station’s offerings and gave away pens and 
listening information for our radio network as 
shown below. 
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Our first ever SPIRIT Radio Speakers Bureau talk 
was successfully delivered in Pontiac, Illinois on All 
Saints Day, Friday, November 1st. Advisory Board 
member Dr. Carl J. Wenning spoke to 15 adults 
about giving glory to God and used the theme of the 
astronomy in his presentation. Carl is an astronomer 
by training and a former planetarium director 
(1978-2001) who is currently in his 43rd year of 
college teaching of astronomy and physics. He has 
taught both high school CCD and Catholic Adult 
Education. He was Outstanding Catchiest of the 
Year (1993) for the Diocese of Peoria and a holder 
of one of the Dioceses inaugural Pére Marquette 
Awards (1997). Dr. Wenning is prepared to speak 
about topics ranging from the Star of Bethlehem to 
science (e.g., astronomy, creation vs. intelligent 
design vs. evolution, fundamental constants of the 
universe, life in the universe) to the saints (St. 
Faustina and Maximilian Kolbe) to apologetics 
(existence of God, Jesus as a divine person, the true 
Church) and more. If you are interested in having a 
specially-tailored talk for your parish or social group, 
contact us by phoning 309-807-2427 or by emailing 
office@catholicspiritradio.com. Please note that 
several weeks of lead time are often required 
(depending on the topic) and that a donation to 
support SPIRIT Radio is requested. 

 

 
 

• During the second week of November, SPIRIT 
Radio put up a banner near the intersection of 
Chestnut and Main streets in Bloomington. This is 
just north of Holy Trinity Catholic Church on the 
site of the former Elmo Quinn Shell Service Station 

that the parish recently acquired for use as 
parking.  

• On Sunday, November 10th, SPIRIT Radio set up 
its display table with copious informational 
handouts at the Thanksgiving Dinner hosted by St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Pontiac. Hosting the 
display were Advisory Board Lynn & Bob Johnston 
of Normal and Jerry Lopiccalo of Pontiac. 

 

 
 

• On the second and third weekends of November, 
our leadership team conducted Parish Appeals in 
our northern region. This included parishes in 
Pontiac, Lexington, Chenoa, Flanagan, and 
Chatsworth. We at SPIRIT Radio are most grateful 
for the support of pastors, their assistants and 
parishioners. Funds raised will help offset some of 
the $60,000 annual operating expenses of the 
SPIRIT Radio network now broadcasting to 
McLean County (89.5 FM), Bloomington (92.5 
FM), Pontiac (88.3 FM), and Lincoln (97.1 FM).  

• On December 2nd SPIRIT Radio sent out 586 
Christmas post cards featuring Mother Angelica’s 
image (shown next page) and our Christmas 
greeting to prior donors in an effort to raise funds 
through year-end giving; we also used Facebook 
to encourage donations as part of Giving Tuesday 
on December 3rd. 
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• SPIRIT Radio’s 2018-2019 Financial Report is now 
available on our website and by request. 
Summarizing, the station’s FY operating budget 
has grown from about $40,000 in FY18 to nearly 
$60,000 in FY19. Our total income was From 
September 1, 1918 to August 31, 2019 was 
$58,681 and our total expenditures totaled 
$60,900. Expenses exceeded income by $2,119. 
The deficit resulted primarily from station 
improvements in our translator at Lincoln, IL. Look 
for details in our 2019 Annual Report to be 
published early in the new year. 

• Promote our updated Spirit Radio listening app. 
Available free of charge for Android and iOS 
smartphones and tablets, our recently revised 
listening app now features Christian music! Check 
it out by searching for “Spirit Radio 89.5” at your 

app store. If you already use it, 
then download the latest 
version from your app store. 

• Don’t forget about SPIRIT 
Radio’s weekly podcasts. You 
can listen to two great locally 
produced shows. For instance, 
you can hear Bob Johnston 
(Being Catholic) speak with local 
astronomy educator, Dr. Carl 
Wenning, about the Star of Bethlehem. Also, listen 
to Jason Bramley (Catholic Conversations) talk 
with Catholic Answer’s Jimmy Akin about the Bible 
being a Catholic book. These are just two of a wide 
variety of topics available on our website at: 
http://catholicspiritradio.podbean.com/ 

• Alexa, play Catholic 
SPIRIT Radio, 89.5. 
Due to recent changes 
occurring with Alexa, 
one must now tell 
Alexa to “play Catholic 
Spirit Radio, 89.5” – adding the 89.5 to the 
command line to get our live feed. Failure to 
include the 89.5 currently will result in reception 
of EWTN Radio Classics which also is available 
through our free listening app.  

 

RECOGNIZING OUR SPONSORS 
 

Thanks to each and every one of our business sponsors who help sustain our station: Bussy’s 
Automotive, Central Catholic High School, College Hills Meat Shop, Dennis Kagel Financial Services, East 
Lawn Funeral Home, Hermes Service and Sales, Mike Talkington from Coldwell Banker, Nybakke Vacuum 
Shop, OSF Healthcare, Ron Smith Printing, Tevoert Automotive, The Village at Mercy Creek (all 
Bloomington), The Dwelling Place, Sherman’s  (all Normal), Baby Bull’s Restaurant, Duffy-Baier-Snedecor 
Funeral Home, Edinger’s Filling Station Restaurant, Fogarty’s Garage, Gem’s Carpet Cleaning Plus, Lambert 
AG Services, Lyons-Sullivan Realty, Pontiac Knights of Columbus #854 (all Pontiac), Café 110 West, Joan 
Bullard Realty  (all Odell),  Atlanta Locker (Atlanta),  and Imo’s Café (Lincoln). We hope our listeners in turn 
will support these businesses. When you visit, please let them know that you heard about them on Catholic 
SPIRIT Radio.  
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Are you aware that SPIRIT Radio has a 
Facebook page? This page includes 
Mother Angelica daily quotes, 
announcements, podcasts, and more. 

Be sure to check us out, like us, and share. Our 
SPIRIT Radio Facebook page can be found by going 
to https://www.facebook.com/catholicspiritradio/. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


