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Welcome to the 13th  
issue of Catholic SPIRIT 
Radio’s quarterly news-
letter Alive in the 
Spirit (Summer 2020, 
Vol. 4, No. 1). With this 
issue, we are beginning our 
fourth year of production.  

The newsletter is 
available through our 
Facebook page and our website. You may subscribe 
to this newsletter by emailing us at 
office@catholicspiritradio.com.  Future issues will 
then arrive in your email on a seasonal basis – 
autumn, winter, spring, and summer. Email us, so 
you never miss an issue.  
 

J M J MOMENT 
 

Catholic SPIRIT Radio has started producing a 
new radio program available on-air or via podcast. 
You may now listen to J M J Moment with Msgr. 
Richard Soseman, Pastor of St. Valentine and St. 
Mary in Peru since 2017 and of St. Joseph in Peru 
since 2019. He was designated Episcopal delegate 
for the Sheen Cause for Sainthood in 2004. Listen to 
this new show on Saturdays at 9 PM or Sundays at 2 
PM. You may also listen to the podcast available at: 
http://catholicspiritradio.podbean.com/ 

 

ARCHBISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN DISPLAY 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know that there is an Archbishop Fulton 
J. Sheen display at the El Paso Antique Mall? A 
number of the historic items originally on display at  
 

 

 
the Fulton J. Sheen Spiritual Center in El Paso 
(birthplace of Fulton Sheen) have been moved to 
the Antique Mall after the Museum closed following 
the death of its sole owner and proprietor, Karen 
Fulte. To learn more, about this display, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/fultonsheenelpasoil/  
 

WHAT IS SPIRIT RADIO ALL ABOUT? 
 

In a nutshell, here is a short explanation of what 
Catholic SPIRIT Radio is all about. This radio 
network's mission is to deepen the knowledge of 
Catholics (catechesis) and to share the goodness, 
truth, and beauty of the True Faith to bring others 
to Christ through the Catholic Church 
(evangelization). This consists also of explaining not 
only what we believe but why we believe it 
(apologetics).  

By contributing financially and prayerfully to the 
work of Catholic SPIRIT Radio, you are having a 
significant positive impact on lives and souls within 
our listening community. With our four radio 
transmitters, we have a potential listening audience 
of 250,000 in McLean, Livingston, & Logan counties. 

 

RECOGNIZING OUR SPONSORS 
 

Thanks to each one of our business sponsors 
who help sustain our station: OSF Healthcare, 
College Hills Meat Shop, Hermes Service & Sales, 
Bussy's Automotive, Tevoert Automotive, Central 
Catholic High School, Ron Smith Printing, Nybakke 
Vacuum Shop, Phillip Hermes (all Bloomington), 
Dennis Kagel Financial Services, Sherman’s, The 
Dwelling Place (all Normal), Fogarty’s Garage, 
Lyons-Sullivan Realty, Gem’s Carpet Cleaning Plus, 
Pontiac Knights of Columbus #854, Duffy-Baier-
Snedecor Funeral Home, Atlanta Locker (Atlanta), 
and Imo's Café (Lincoln). We hope our listeners, in 
turn, will support these businesses. When you visit, 
please let them know that you heard about them on 
Catholic SPIRIT Radio. If you know of anyone else 
who would like to sponsor, please let us know. 

 

Explore our website and be one of the first to 
discover a Hidden Treasure and let us know. You 
might win an EWTN t-shirt! 
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CATHOLIC-IN-ACTION 
 

 
 

Each one of you has received a special grace, so, like good stewards responsible 
for all these varied graces of God, put it at the service of others. (1 Peter 4:10) 

 

Take a bow. Yes, YOU, dear Reader, take a bow! 
If you are reading this feature article, it is likely that 
you are somehow deserving of being listed as a 
recipient of the Catholic-In-Action award. How can 
that be? What have you done to be worthy of such 
recognition? 

The current pandemic has been an unusual 
period in time. During this time, heroines and 
heroes have stepped up to the front lines, providing 
services and goods. The newspapers, television, and 
social media have been filled with wonderful stories 
of community workers that have risked their safety 
to provide us with protection, physical and mental 
stability, education, and the daily operations of 
grocery stores, gas stations, communication, public 
utilities, and more.  

However, the intent of this article is to highlight 
the lesser-known actions - YOUR basic humanitarian 
actions that you silently and lovingly extended to 
family, friends, neighbors, and strangers. Your 
actions did not make a splash in the media, and you 
may not have received a thank you. Yet what you did 
was very, very important! These actions were not 
part of your job, nor were you under any obligation. 
Instead, you saw or anticipated a need in one or 
more of God's children, and you responded. You 
cared for another in her/his time of need. Yes, you 
quietly activated your Christian beliefs.  

Perhaps you ran errands or picked up groceries 
for someone. Perhaps you mowed someone else’s 
grass, tidied up their yard, or brought back their 

trash can after the garbage truck passed. Maybe you 
prepared and delivered a meal or two. Did you 
brighten people's day with window visits or 
telephone calls? Were you one of the people who 
sewed and gave away masks?  Did you take time to 
engage in an encouraging conversation while 
waiting in the checkout line or across the yard?  Did 
you refuse to buy the last package of toilet paper or 
bottle of sanitizer because you could “make do” and 
leave the items for others? Maybe you were the one 
praying diligently for all of us. Did you mail a friendly 
note, contribute to an individual or organization 
facing a lean budget, or donate blood?  

Oh, there are so many, many good things which 
have been done by our Readers throughout these 
last few months for family, friends, neighbors, and 
strangers! Each chose to activate their Christian 
principles to extend goodwill. One by one, a 
Christian hand reached out to another in love! Our 
Readers didn't make a fuss; they simply did the extra 
for someone else. They certainly never expected to 
be recognized.  What each humbly thought was a 
simple task or gesture on their part became a saving 
grace, a positive light, and a promise of hope during 
the hardship and cruelty of this time.  

Your name and specific action may not be 
printed in this newsletter, but there is little doubt 
that each has been recorded in the heart of God. 
Dear Reader, because of your gift of quiet action in 
the service of others during the pandemic, YOU are 
today's Catholic-In-Action! 

 

What quiet Christian action can you do to serve others?
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ORA ET LABORA 
 

Events continue to unfold at Catholic SPIRIT 
Radio during the second quarter of the year despite 
limitations imposed by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Below is a list of activities that prayer and work (ora 
et labora) have accomplished this quarter with 
support from the Lord, His Blessed Mother, angels, 
and saints. Of course, our many supporters too!  
 

Facilities 
 

•  The final phase of work associated with our move 
to new offices within the Great Plains Media 
building at 108 Boeykens Place in Normal is about 
to begin. Our new office is up and running. Most 
of our electronics have been moved, and we will 
soon start installing a new production studio 
dedicated solely to the use of Catholic SPIRIT 
Radio. 

• We are looking forward to an open house near the 
end of the year. We are hoping to make a surprise 
announcement that will make your visit “most 
interesting!” 

• Transmitters in Ellsworth (89.5 FM), Pontiac (88.3 
FM), and Lincoln (97.1 FM) encountered problems 
in late June and early July. Our transmitter for 89.5 
FM was down to 50% power due to power supply 
problems. Our transmitter in Pontiac dropped to 
25% power due to a “combiner” problem. The 
broadcast from our Lincoln transmitter continues 
to be spotty due to an unstable signal feed. The 
cause of our equipment problems is unknown, 
and repairs could be costly.  
   

Events 
 

The recent pandemic has had detrimental 
effects on several of our Catholic SPIRIT Radio 
events. Still, we continue to forge ahead.   

 

• We had to cancel several parish-based talks about 
the mission of Catholic SPIRIT Radio in the Lincoln 
County Catholic Community during April. The goal 
primarily was to promote awareness and listening 
and encourage support in four parishes. We hope 

to reschedule these talks as soon as the pandemic 
subsides. 

• Our annual Care-A-Thon, held at the end of April, 
netted some $6,700 in donations – about 11% of 
our annual operating budget. We thank all who 
contributed. The amount contributed was down 
about 40% from last year, possibly due to the 
pandemic. 

• Two enthusiastic station supporters agreed to 
help make up the Care-A-Thon deficit by matching 
up to $500 in contributions made on each of the 
five Matching Mondays during June. These 
Mondays have been successful in making up the 
deficit. They netted contributions (including 
match) of over $5,000. Again, thanks and God’s 
blessing for all of our donors big and small. Every 
penny helps with our $60,000 annual budget. 

• Our two-day pilgrimage to the Basilica and 
National Shrine of Mary Help of Christians (Holy 
Hill) and the National Shrine of Our Lady of Good 
Hope (the only approved Marian apparition site in 
the United States) slated for August has been 
postponed until at least the summer of 2021 due 
to the pandemic.  

• Our banquet and intimate evening with radio host 
Dr. Ray Guarendi (heard weekdays on Catholic 
SPIRIT Radio from 12:00-1:00 PM) in October has 
been canceled due to Phase 4 Pandemic 
restrictions. We hope to hold the event next year.   
 

Catholic SPIRIT Radio’s Advisory Board 
continues looking ahead to providing special events 
for our listeners. Among the events still on the 
schedule (but still subject to cancellation due to the 
pandemic) are the following: 
 

• co-sponsoring and promoting a September 14th 

golf outing at a course in Bloomington and hosted 
by a local charitable Catholic fraternity, and 

• a late-in-the-year open house at the new offices 
of Catholic SPIRIT Radio. Again, we are planning to 
make a special announcement to make a visit to 
our new offices especially worthwhile.  
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO ASSIST WITH OFFICE WORK 
 

If you have 2-3 hours per week to volunteer at Catholic SPIRIT Radio, please contact Ann 
at office@catholicspiritradio.com or call 309-807-2427.  Help is needed to assist in scheduling radio guests 
and other duties. A pleasant personality, attention to details, and comfort with using a computer is needed.  

 
WHAT’S ONLINE? 

 

Catholic SPIRIT Radio team members have researched articles and local and national podcasts for 
information and uplifting views about the recent quarantine. An index of helpful resources can be found 
at http://catholicspiritradio.com/faith-in-quarantine/. This resources will serve to keep our faith alive and 
growing during the quarantine. There's also information about how to receive a quarantine-related plenary 
indulgence as well as blessings during talk radio programs. We provide special prayers for an end to the 
pandemic and creative quarantine poetry.  

Our community calendar of Catholic events includes streamed events. Our website's local Mass 
schedule provides information about local churches that stream Mass. You will also find prayer requests, 
movie reviews, daily Mass readings, Mass and Confession times, and opportunities for Eucharistic adoration 
in Central Illinois parishes. You can find podcasts of our local radio shows... and more! Our website can be 
found at www.catholicspiritradio.com.  

 
CATHOLIC SPIRIT RADIO ON FACEBOOK 

 

Are you aware that Catholic SPIRIT Radio has a very active Facebook page? This page includes Mother 
Angelica’s daily quotes, announcements, and podcasts. Be sure to check us out, like us, follow us, and share 
with others. Our Facebook page can be found at https://www.facebook.com/catholicspiritradio/. 

 
LISTENING APPS 

 

Don’t forget that Catholic SPIRIT Radio has free listening apps for use with smartphones and tablets. 
Versions are available for both Android and iOS. They are also available in English and Spanish. Search "Spirit 
Radio 89.5"  or  "Radio Espíritu 89.5" (for the Spanish version) in the Apple App Store and Google Play Store. 
EWTN Radio Classics is currently being replaced by EWTN Radio Essentials, which provides special 
programming during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 
TUNE-IN CARDS 

 

Volunteers are now distributing Tune-In cards to increase the 
public’s awareness of the multiple ways to listen to Catholic 
SPIRIT Radio. If you would like to have some Tune-In cards to 
share with others or leave anonymously wherever you go 
(churches, restaurants, stores, and so forth), please send us a self-
addressed, stamped (55¢) envelope, and we will send you 20 via 
US Mail.  


